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1151 October H, 1898 

which, unless you were pursuing a similar method, would not come to 
your notice. 

"The number of cases of smallpox in the city of Bahia I gather from 
the Correo de Noticias, where each day it can be found under the head 
of Variola. I am of the opinion that there are always more cases than 
are shown in the paper, as the paper only reports the number in the 
smallpox hospital, and a great number of cases never get there. 

"You ask me to give my professional opinion of the present state of 
health in Bahia. I consider that at present Bahia is healthy. The 
smallpox that is here is confined almost exclusively to the negro popu- 
lation in the dirtier and less frequented portion of the city, and the few 
cases of yellow fever that occur from time to time are sporadic and con- 
fined to the newcomers. As all ships coming to this port anchor out in 
the harbor, and there is from a five to seven foot tide to wash the harbor 
out, and, in addition to this, the sailors seldom come on shore and never 
come in contact with or go in the portion of the city where the yellow 
fever and smallpox are, I can not see that there is any especial danger of 
them carrying infection, and particularly so if after a voyage of fourteen 
or more days no sickness has appeared on board since they left here." 

It would be possible for me to furnish the Treasury Department on 
consular sanitary blanks information as gathered by the above method, 
and, though there would always be as many cases of the different dis- 
eases as would be noted, yet it would doubtless seldom contain all the 
cases existing here. 

There seems to be a great desire on the part of the officials to conceal 
cases and deaths, and that, coupled with the fact that the doctors many 
times desire to conceal cases in families of prominence, renders it im- 
possible to obtain exact numbers. 

Knowing all the facts, if the United States Marine- Hospital Service 
cares for information so obtained, I shall be pleased to furnish it. 
I have the honor to remain, dear sir, your obedient servant, 

H. W. Furniss, 

United States Consul. 

Hon. Third Assistant Secretary of State. 

Sanitary report from Santos. 

Department of State, 
Washington, D. C, October 1, 1898. 
Sir : I have the honor to inclose for the information of the Super- 
vising Surgeon-General United States Marine- Hospital Service, a copy 
of a report from Mr. G. Bosenheim who is at present in charge of our 
consulate at Santos, Brazil, relative to contagious and other diseases at 
that port. 

Bespectfully, yours, John Hat, 

Secretary of State. 
Hon. Secretary of the Treasury. 

[Inclosure.] 

Contagious diseases in Santos and the state of Sao Paulo. 

Inclosed I beg to transmit a table showing the number of cases of contagions and 
certain other diseases in the city of Santos, and which I have compiled as per request 
of Mr. Frederick L. Hoffman, 761 Broad street, Newark, N. J. The respective figures 
have been taken from the "Boletin Mensal de Estatisca Demographo Sanitaria" 
(monthly reports of the board of health of the state of Sao Paulo) of which 54 copies 
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appeared so far, but of which only those for April, 1897, to June, 1898, are found in 
the archives. 

Yellow fever. — The official figures are not supposed to be quite correct, and most 
likely comprise all cases treated in the Hospital do Isolamento (yellow fever hospital), 
while some cases in private houses are either not reported at all or given under different 
names. The reason for this may either be the want of a correct diagnosis or a manipu- 
lation on the part of the physicians to serve their personal or economical interests, it 
being prohibited by regulations to treat fever cases in private climes. 

It may also be, that the sanitary commission is doing its best through such state- 
ments, to secure a better reputation for Santos which is still considered to hold the 
world's record as a death trap. 

Notwithstanding these facts, there is no doubt whatever, that many improvements 
have been made during the last years, although much more could have been done with 
the heavy amount of money (600 contos or an average of about {120,000 a year). 

The Brazilian press has openly accused the administration of having wasted it. 

As soon as we shall have new abundant water supply (by the end of this year) exe- 
cuted by the City of Santos Improvement Company (British) the conditions are expected 
to improve. The chairman of said company declared at the last general meeting of 
shareholders : 

"When the new works are completed the company will be able to supply Santos with 
water in a way such as no other city in South America is supplied." The same com- 
pany is trying to obtain the concession of the Government to execute all the sanitary 
work recommended by the board of health (commissao de Saneamento), by advice 
of Dr. Tuertes of Boston, the works comprising the leveling or filling up of lower parts 
to obtain drainage (Santos is lying 1\ meters above the level of the sea, mean tide). 
The laying of sewers and cloacae, disinfection, etc., all not unlike the works in New 
Orleans some years ago, also planned by the same Dr. Tuertes. 

Companhit* das Docas. — The works of the Companhia das Docas (Santos Dock Com- 
pany), is progressing regularly and the four kilometers of quay will probably be ready 
before the last extension of the concession expires, viz, end of 1899. Twenty-seven 
hundred meters are already constructed and in use. It is considered that the dragging 
and constant stirring of the mud along the shore side have contributed much to the 
horrible epidemics of former years. 

Mortality. — The greatest percentage of the mortality of yellow fever is chiefly to be 
found amongst the working classes which consist of Spaniards, Portuguese and Italians 
(the Brazilian does no manual work). The workmen of said dock company as well as 
those employed in shipping in general have suffered most. 

Smallpox. — The smallpox hospital which had been closed for several months had to 
be reopened in the middle of June, as a few cases of said disease reappeared. It should 
be added that only negroes and mulattoes are apt to get it. 

Hospitals. — The hospitals in general are in good condition and properly administered; 
this being especially the case with the yellow fever hospital. There are in all four gen- 
eral hospitals: (I) general hospital, (2) Portugese hospital, (3) yellow fever hospital, 
(4) smallpox hospital. All of which are free, excepting a few special and separate 
wards in each. 

Interior of the state of Sao Paulo. — As far as the interior is concerned, it may be said 
that nearly all the towns and villages are contaminated with yellow fever, and also 
some bad forms of typhoid fever. On the outbreak of such epidemics people rushed 
out of the places and consequently spread the disease, but the true reason is the defective 
or complete lack of drainage. The towns which have suffered most are Naraquara, Sao 
Carlos do Pinhal, Limeira, Bibeiro, Banito, Espirito Santos do Pinhal, which at times 
have been abandoned. 

Sao Paulo City. — The last official figures for Sao Paulo (city) are put down at 260,000 
inhabitants. Quite a number of typhoid fever cases have appeared, but as to yellow 
fever only isolated cases have occurred. 

A quite efficient sanitary system was projected and the work commenced long ago. 
A large supply of material is there, but now the Government does not supply funds to 
carry it out, and since July all further work is suspended. On account of the unsatis- 
factory finances of the state, as well as the whole country, it probably will not be 
resumed for some time to come. 

Geobge Rosenheim, 

Acting Vice-Consul. 



